
School improvement in the Schools White Paper  
 
Briefing note on the future provision of school improvement as set out in the Schools White 
Paper 2010, ‘The Importance of Teaching’. 
 
The Executive Summary of the White Paper says that: 
 
• as part of their new strategic role, local authorities will promote 'excellence' by 'developing 

their own school improvement strategies to support local schools' (16).  
• ‘schools have responsibility for improvement’; schools will have access to improvement 

services they can choose to use; and local authorities can provide whatever forms of 
improvement support they choose (23).  

 
The body of the White Paper actually says that the strategic role of the local authority will 
include: 
 
• using their democratic mandate to challenge every school to do the best for their population 

(5.28). 
• 'supporting maintained schools performing below the floor standard'; and 'developing their 

own school improvement strategies' - that they will 'market' to schools (5.30).  
• to challenge schools which are causing concern (5.37). 
• taking action 'if there are concerns about under performance' of any school in their area 

(5.38). When it refers to 'intervention', that only applies to maintained schools. For 
academies, the local authority should raise concerns with the school for 'informal resolution', 
and may if concerns are not being addressed locally, ask Ofsted to carry out an inspection.  

 
And it says that local authorities will move to a strategic commissioning role: 
 
• They ‘will have freedom to define what role they play in supporting school improvement’; that 

‘could include continuing to provide support and challenge to schools that want it' (5.44 and 
repeated under ‘improvement support’ in 7.15). 

• And they ‘might choose to offer school improvement as a traded service' (5.44)  
 
The relatively short section in the White Paper on improvement states: 
 
• schools have responsibility for improvement (7.5). 
• when referring to ensuring schools have access to the support they need, ‘national and local 

leaders in education, teaching schools, and working in partnership with a strong school’ – it 
does not mention local authorities (7.5). 

• there will be a range of providers  of school improvement services ‘for schools to choose 
from’ (7.14).  

 
(Numbers in brackets are sections in the White Paper; my emphasis.) 
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